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Agenda

1. Current state of injury in Canadian sport

2. Proposing a national strategy

3. Play Safe Injury Tracker
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Current Practice

Injuries are accepted as part of the sport experience.

Sport organizations lack capacity to collect injury data.

Micro-policy approach is common practice.

Injuries are not considered an important metric in measuring 
quality sport.

Collecting injury data is driven by transient research.

Hospital data poorly substitutes for quality data to inform policy 
and program changes.
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Towards a national strategy…
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Play Safe Injury Tracker timeline

2010 –
Community 
Meetings

2011 –
Play Safe Initiative Est'd

2011 – OTF 
Grant

2012 –
V1 Ontario Summer 

Games (Toronto)

2013 –
V2 International Children’s 
Games (Windsor-Essex)

2014 Migrated to new 
system; adjustment in 
accessible language 
for community use

2016 – present 
Promoting 

Surveillance
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Play Safe Injury Tracker

1. It’s free for organizations to use
2. Adopts internationally recognized methodology

3. Aligns with ICD-10 (but translated for non-medical user)

4. Built on a robust web-enabled platform using existing 
technology 

5. Collected data is stored on secure servers in Canada in 
compliance with all privacy legislation

6. Data collected by an organization is owned wholly by 
the organization
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REAL-TIME REPORTS

Quality Injury Surveillance
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Question types

• Participant information
• Club / Team information
• Venue information
• Environmental factors
• Activity at the time of 

injury (competition, 
practice, etc.)

• Specific activity at time of 
injury (running, jumping, 
etc)

• Injured body part
• Type of injury
• Status of injury
• Cause of injury
• Contributing factors 
• Immediate treatment
• Immediate referral
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Current Practice Evidence-informed Practice
Injuries are accepted as 

part of the sport 
experience.

Injuries are considered predictable and 
preventable.

Sport organizations lack 
capacity to collect injury 

data
Sport organizations are required and supported 

in their efforts to collect injury data.

Micro-policy approach is 
common practice Comprehensive strategy is common practice.

Injuries are not 
considered an important 

metric in measuring 
quality sport.

Injury is an important metric of quality sport.

Collecting injury data is 
driven by transient 

research.
Injury data collection is driven by organizations 

and broader sport system.
Hospital data 

substitutes for data to 
inform policy and 
program changes

Sport organizations collect relevant data to 
inform injury prevention and evaluation efforts.
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Thank you!

Contact information:

Brandy Tanenbaum, MPH
brandy.tanenbaum@sunnybrook.ca
@_playsafe


